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Tricycle takes a bow

Over the past 30 years, the Kilburn arts venue has established its reputation as a fearless champion of ground-breaking plays and cinema. As'it

prepares to celebrate its anniversary, Bridget Galton talks to the people behind the scenes and the stars so keen to support it.
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_TRICYCLE AT 30fv

2010 2010
Broken Glass Liberty Human' Rights Award
Arthur Miller’s play, starring Sir The Tricycle wins the

2006 2009 : 2010
The Tricycle The Great Game: Afghanistan Greta Garbo Came To Donegal
wins a Special A series of |2 plays chronicling the history ~ The Tricycle presents the world

. command

2010/11

“The Great Game: Afghanistan

The production returns to the Tricycle
stage in 2010;/including a special
performance for the British Army, before
embarking on a USA tour. In 2011, the
company return to Washington for two

performancesat -
the Pentagon.

Picture'by . «
John Haynes

Award at of Afghanistan over the last 170 years, premiere of Frank McGuinness’ Antony Sher, Lucy Cohu (pictured) Liberty Human Rights
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Standard Tricycle in 2009 winning B Playing to packed houses, the breaking advance sales and plays to “their proud record of
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Awards ambitious production both audiences and . audiences most important human
for “its receives an Olivier critics. throughout rights-issues of the day”.
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Award-winning ... the Tricycle’s cinema in all its glory, top
and above.

RIDAY 13th may be “un-
lucky for some” but for
the Tricycle and the Tocal
community, Friday 13th
November 1998 marked
a very.special occasion, bringing
cinema back to its birthplace
with the opening of the Tricycle
Cinema.
The area had a long established
history with cinema. In 1889,
in a small house in Maida Vale,
photographer William Friese-
Green became the inventor of
modern cinema. He is now buried
in Highgate Cemetery where a
plaque marks his huge contribu-
tion. Just 70 years later, the area
was in its heyday with an amaz-
ing five cinemas located in Kil-
burn, including the largest cinema
in Europe — The State Cinema.
However, by the 1990s all the
local venues had ceased showing
films or been demolished.
In 1998, when the Tricycle
Cinema opened, there was noth-

Lights,
cameraq,
action

Voted Britain’s most béouTifuI filmm venue by Vogue, the Tricycle
Cinema, with ifs attached celebrity backing and diverse work, is
much more.than a picture house, reveals Bridget Galton

ing comparative locally, and yet,
rather than simply filing a gap,
the Tricycle insisted on excel-
lence, opening a luxury 300-seat
large screen cinema.

Huge support, led by Emma
Thompson, came from a host of
founder members including Hol-
lywood A-listers Kevin Costner,
Mel Gibson, Dustin Hoffman and
Amnold Schwarzenegger amongst
others — the full list still adorns
the Tricycle’s cinema curtain like
an edition of “Who’s Who', The
building itself was designed by
lead architect Tim Foster with
style in mind.

Named ‘Britain’s most beauti-
ful film venue’ by Vogue, after
opening, the Tricycle Cinema
won a host of awards including
the Royal Institute of British
Architects Award and the Royal
Fine Art Commission ‘Enter-
tainment Building of the Year’
Award (1999).

From the outset, the film

programme expanded on the
Tricycle’s philosophy to present
world class, diverse culture. A
mix of mainstream films and fam-
ily cinema were shown along-
side art-house and international
cinema and unique film festivals,
giving audiences a chance to see
original, challenging and excel-
lent work.

The cinema became one of
the few outer London venues
included in the renowned BFI
London Film Festival, is a key
venue in the UK Jewish Film
Festival, and annually hosts other
festivals including Images of
Black Women Film Festival and
the locally celebrated Kilburn
Film Festival.

An array of the best actors,
writers, directors and producers
have come forward in the last
12 years to kindly participate in
Q&A screenings which support
the Tricycle's education and artis-
tic programmes, as well as raising

the cinema’s profile. The list is
impressive, from international
talent like Kim Cattrall, Julie
Christie as well as British favour-
ites including Alan Rickman,
Emma Thompson, Nick Hytner,
Mike Leigh and Imelda Staunton
amongst many others,

Going forward no—one can
deny tough times lie ahead for the
British film industry financially,
and cinemas in general, as DVDs
and downloads become ever more
instantly accessible. However, be
it the beautiful space, acclaimed
special guests or the opportunity
to see original and unique films,
the Tricycle continually strives
to provide something extra to the
viewing experience.

“If you want the sexiest,
cosiest, put-you-feet-uppiest,
snoggiest corner in London,
then the Tricycle is your dream
come true.”

Emma Thompson

ties for children who face challenges in their
lives. Through drama, visual art and dance,
the varied projects aim to embrace children
and young people from all walks of life and
equip them with increased self-esteem and
transferable life skills.

The Social Inclusion Programme reaches
many people in the surrounding community
with 300 — 500 attendances each week. It
currently delivers an extensive and innova-
tive range of activities including:

1 Minding the Gap: For young people
who are newly arrived to the UK and are
not yet in the mainstream education system,
weekly drama and visual art sessions to im-
prove confidence, self-esteem and language
skills while supporting the transition to life
in London.

O Literacy and Numeracy through
Drama: A fun and valuable learning project
for Key Stage 2 pupils using drama, poetry,
music and performance to enhance literacy
and numeracy skills through creative partici-
pation.

[ Press Road Drama and Film: Work-

ing with young people living on the Press
Road housing estate, the project aims to
improve self-confidence and raise aspira-
tions through a series of weekly drama and
film workshops. !

O Traveller Drama and Film: A project
exploring the rich culture and tradition of
the Traveller community in collaboration
with its young people.

O Transitions: Over the spring school
term weekly workshops for young people
with special educational needs (SEN).
Working with Year 6 and 7 pupils, this
large-scale project tackles the subject of
primary to secondary ‘transition’ with all
SEN schools in Brent.

[ After School Activities: The Tricycle
holds free Guitar and Street Dance classes
for young people from low-income families.
Professional musicians and dancers work
with young people aged 7 — 19 developing
skills in these areas.

Find out more information about the Tri-
cycle’s arts activities for children and young
people at www.tricycle.co.uk.
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Confidence ... Minding The Gap workshop for youngsters who have newly arrived in the UK.
Picture by Jack Lewis




